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USS MISSOURI SKYPE IN THE 
CLASSROOM  

 

Teachers who are not able to 
bring their students to the Battleship 
Missouri have found a way to visit 
virtually via “Skype in the Class-
room.”  

The USS Missouri’s Education 
Department has been busy recently 
with a number of “virtual” fieldtrips 
from many schools around the world.  
Utilizing Skype Video Teleconfer-
ence software, and the Microsoft 
Educator Network, schools have the 
opportunity to conduct a live video 
chat with our Education Department 
Staff. 

 
Included in the teleconference is 

a short video history presentation 
followed by question and answer 
sessions with our Education staff.  
Since the inception of the program, 
we have conducted conferences with 
over 90 schools from around the 
world, meeting with over 1,200 stu-
dents.  

Program participants are from 
Missouri, New Jersey, Georgia, Ala-
bama, Kansas, and Illinois, and from 
foreign countries including Singa-
pore, Taiwan, Canada and India. 
For more information go to USS 
Missouri Virtual Classroom or con-
tact us at 808.455.1600 (x. 254); 
edu@ussmissouri.org. 
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A Battleship Love Story 
 
Signed with love and a prayer for 
the safety of CTR3 William 

Gaudreau serving on the USS Missouri, this love letter dated May 
8, 1990, was discovered twenty five years later by the Engineering 
Crew of the USS Missouri Memorial Association. 
 
As a historic battleship, the USS Missouri guards countless hidden 
treasures from her past. This letter from Mrs. Victoria Gaudreau to 
her future husband, William Gaudreau, represents just one of the 
innumerable stories of loved ones expectantly waiting for their sail-
ors to return home. 
 
After careful research, it was discovered that William and Victoria 
Gaudreau were about to celebrate their 25th wedding anniversary 
and William’s retirement from the Navy.  
 
“We always dreamed of something bigger someday,” said Victoria. 
“Finding the letter did spark the idea of having a wedding vow re-
newal onboard the decommissioned USS Missouri. 2016 will be a 
very special year for the couple as they commemorate these signifi-
cant life events aboard the USS Missouri.  
 
Our Mighty Mo team continues to discover personal items left be-
hind by former crew members. “These items make the Missouri 
personal,” said Mike Weidenbach, USS Missouri Memorial Associa-
tion, Curator. “They remind us that sailors lived and worked in every 
space aboard… they make it real for us.” We appreciate all donors 
and members of the USS Missouri Membership Association who 
help make this preservation possible. 
 
We are happy to announce the original letter was safely returned to 
Victoria and William. This small chapter in their love story, is now 
part of the greater history of the Battleship Missouri and commemo-
rates the personal lives of all those who served on her decks ful-
filling their duty and honoring their country. 

https://education.microsoft.com/Story/VirtualFieldTrip?token=66a5f
https://education.microsoft.com/Story/VirtualFieldTrip?token=66a5f
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Let’s Talk Story 

 Aloha, and welcome to the 
Summer Edition of BROADSIDE. On 
behalf of the Board of Directors and 
staff of the Battleship Missouri Memo-
rial, I thank you for your support of our 
mission: “To preserve the Battleship 
Missouri and share her story and 
place in history.” There are count-
less personal stories like the one in 
this issue that reflect the deep feel-
ings people have for this historic ship. 
 On May 9-13, 2016, the 
Battleship Missouri had the opportuni-
ty to welcome back and host many of 
the Plank Owners from the second 
commissioning of the ship 30 years 
ago. On this occasion, many personal 
relationships were rekindled with for-
mer crew members and new stories 
were shared of their experiences 
aboard the USS Missouri.  
 Stories like those of former 
Executive Officer, Ken Jordan and 
former Chief Engineer, Larry Doong, 
give life to this vessel and contribute 
immeasurably to our success. If you 
have stories to share with us, please 
let us know. 
 Thank you again for your 

support of America’s last Battleship! 

Mahalo, 
 
 
 

Mike Carr 
President & CEO 

MightyMo@ussmissouri.org 

808.455.1600 

Local Students Benefit From Partner School Program 
 
In school year 2015-2016, the USS Missouri Memorial Association launched its 
inaugural Partner School Program with Aiea Elementary School. This partnership 
is designed to engage students in grades 1-6 from neighborhood Title 1 schools 
with an education experience at the Battleship Missouri.  
 
The USS Missouri hosted near-
ly 150 students, from Aiea Ele-
mentary School, taking part in 
S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math), 
“Journey with the Stars” (an 
ancient Hawaiian and modern 
navigation program) and our 
Dental Hygiene pro-
gram. Grants from supporting 
organizations covered the cost 
of transportation and 50% of 
the admission cost for all partic-
ipating Title 1 students. 
 
The Battleship Missouri will continue to expand our Partner School Program in 
the coming school year with additional local neighborhood schools. Your support 
helps us to provide important education programs to local students and share the 
story of this historic ship. 
 
For more information on our Partner School Program, please contact our Educa-
tion Department at edu@ussmissouri.org. 

The “Mighty Mo” Celebrates 7-millionth Visitor 
 
Since opening to the public in January 1999, the Battleship Mis-
souri Memorial has attracted visitors from around the world with a 
fascinating tour experience showcasing the USS Missouri’s unique 
place in history.  

On June 6, 2016, the Bat-
tleship Missouri Memorial 
celebrated its 7-millionth 
visitor. Devon Fitts, a Ma-
jor in the U.S. Air Force, 
and his family were recog-
nized as the honored 
guests on this special day. 
 
“This is a memorable day 
for the Battleship Missouri 
Memorial, and we con-

gratulate Major Devon Fitts for being our 7-millionth visitor,” said 
Mike Carr, President and CEO of the USS Missouri Memorial Asso-
ciation. Mahalo to our entire team for all their hard work in achiev-
ing this significant milestone, and together we look forward to wel-
coming the next 7 million visitors to the Mighty Mo.” 

Mike Carr and Devon Fitts 

Neil Yamamoto guiding robotic students 

Mike Carr, President 


