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We Remember and Honor 
 

On September 2, 1945 World 
War II came to an end as the Japa-
nese surrendered aboard the USS 
Missouri. On the 71st anniversary of 
this event, the Battleship Missouri 
held a ceremony entitled “We Re-
member and Honor” in commemora-
tion of this historic occasion. 

The opening address was given 
by Capt. Steve Colon, USN (Ret.) 
followed by guest speaker, Rear 
Admiral Frederick J. “Fritz” Roegge, 
Commander, Submarine Force, U.S. 
Pacific Fleet. The keynote address 
was delivered by Congresswoman 
Colleen Hanabusa, U.S. Repre-
sentative for Hawaii (2011-2015). 

The USS Missouri stands bow 
to bow with the USS Arizona Memo-
rial in the calm waters of Pearl Har-
bor, serving as stoic reminders of the 
turbulent war that changed the world. 
Taylor Nomura, the essay contest 
winner for this occasion, poignantly 
wrote:  
 

“Hopefully, upon seeing the USS 

Arizona and the USS Missouri, 

the beginning and the end of the 

U.S. involve-

ment in the 

world war, 

here in the 

same place, 

this genera-

tion and gen-

erations to 

come will be 

moved enough 

to look toward the path of peace 

in times of tribulation instead of 

the rough waters of war.” 
 

The USS Missouri Memorial 
Association gratefully acknowledges 
the sacrifice of the men and women 
who served in WWII and honors their 
memory. 
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Battleship Missouri - Student Essay Contest 
“We Remember and Honor” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 For the past seven years, in conjunction with the Sep-
tember 2nd, End of WWII Anniversary Ceremony, the USS 
Missouri Memorial Association has held an essay contest for 
local students. 
 The theme of the ceremony this year was “We Re-
member and Honor.” Students were asked to write an essay 
describing the significance of the USS Arizona and USS Mis-
souri sitting bow to bow in Pearl Harbor today, and what this 
symbolizes for our future.  
 We appreciate the support of teachers and the moti-
vated students that participate each year. Essay contest win-
ners received cash prizes, a commemorative coin, a certifi-
cate, and a student membership to the USS Missouri Memo-
rial Association which includes an annual pass to the ship. 
 Congratulations to all participants and winners of the 
essay contest. The first place winner was Taylor Nomura a 
junior from James Campbell High School who read her essay 
to the audience at the ceremony. The second place winner 
was Jolie Ching, a junior from Henry J. Kaiser High School, 
the third place winner was Imani Walker, a junior from James 
Campbell High school. 
 These students represent the focus of our education 
department at the Battleship Missouri and our mission to 
share the ship’s story with future generations. 
 To learn more about the USS Missouri education pro-
grams visit our website: https://ussmissouri.org/get-involved/
education 

Essay Contest Winners: Taylor Nomura, Jolie Ching, Imani Walker 
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For over the past year, our Chief Op-
erating Officer, Paul Dyson and I have 
been involved in planning activities to 
remember and honor those who lost 
their lives on the 75th Anniversary of 
the Pearl Harbor attack on Dec 7, 
1941. I am sure you have read much 
about this remembrance and will fol-
low these events with great interest.  

 
The theme: “Honoring the Past, 
Inspiring the Future” will be at the 
forefront of events from Dec 3 – 10, 
2016. Events include four benefit 
concerts performed by Garth Brooks. 
Concert proceeds will benefit four 
historic sites at Pearl Harbor, includ-
ing the Battleship Missouri Memorial.  

  
In addition, the last five survivors of 
the USS Arizona will be attending the 
commemoration ceremony on Decem-
ber 7 with their families. Their pres-
ence at this event will undoubtedly be 
a very emotional experience. 
 
We are grateful for the support the 
USS Missouri Memorial Association 
will receive from these tributes to 
continue our mission to “preserve 
the Battleship Missouri and share 
her story and place in history.” 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Mahalo, 
 
 
 

Mike Carr 
President & CEO 

USS Missouri Memorial Association 
 

USS Missouri - Superstructure Project 
 

The superstructure project is the largest preservation effort to take place on the 
Battleship Missouri since the ship’s dry-docking in 2009. After three years of 
careful planning, this project is now scheduled to begin before the end of 2016, 
with project completion by mid-2017. 
 
Core work consists of 
steel repairs and applica-
tion of protective coatings 
to a portion of the ship’s 
superstructure. In our 
ongoing effort to restore 
the December 7, 1991 
historical appearance of 
the ship, three prominent 
but currently absent fea-
tures of the superstructure 
will also be replicated. 
Challenges to the project include physical access, containment of hazardous 
materials, and safeguarding our numerous visitors while work is underway. 
 
The USS Missouri Memorial Association has dedicated $3M to this project. Budg-
eted funds are designated for contracted work, quality assurance measures, and 
project management. As work on the project evolves, contingencies will be ad-
dressed as-needed. 
 
The superstructure project is another significant step toward the achievement of 
our mission to preserve the Battleship Missouri. Thank you for your support of the 
USS Missouri Memorial Association as we care for this historical treasure and 
share her story and place in history. 

Friends of the Mighty Mo - Membership Encampment 
November 19-20, 2016 

 

Experience life on a battleship as you go on a behind the scenes tour of the ship, 
eat on the ship's mess deck, and sleep in the crew's berthing area. 

 

The Overnight Encampment experience is 
being offered to Friends of the Mighty Mo 
(Battleship Missouri Members) and their fami-
lies at a reduced rate of $60 per person 
(minimum age: 10 years). 
 

Guests will choose to begin their overnight 
adventure with one of two special access 
tours: "Big Guns" or "Engine Room Snipes." 

Following an evening colors ceremony, dinner will be served on the mess deck. 
 

Afterwards, guests will embark on a second special access tour. The evening will 
culminate with a night-time presentation of the WWII surrender story on the historic 
"Surrender Deck." 
 

For more information contact David Suhs, Encampment Coordinator, at 
808.455.1600 (ext. 250); davids@ussmissouri.org 

Mike Carr, President/CEO 

Superstructure Project: Involved Area of the Ship 

USS Missouri crew berthing area 
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